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BOOK the SECOND.    */
THE King being proclaimed, the solemnity is graced
with publick Games and sports of various kinds; (not
instituted by the Hero, as by JEneas in Virgil, but for
greater honour by the Goddess in person; in like manner as the
games Pythia, Isthmiay &c. were anciently said to be by the Gods, 5
and as Thetis herself appearing according to Homer Odyss. 24.
proposed the prizes in honour ofher son Achilles. Hither flock the
Poets and Criticks, attended (as is but just) with their Patrons
and Book-sellers. The Goddess is first pleased for her disport
to propose games to the latter, and setteth up the phantom of a 10
poet which the booksellers contend to overtake. The races de-
scribed, with their divers accidents: Next, the game for a Poet-
ess: Afterwards the exercises for the Poets9 of Tickling, Vocifera-
ting, Diving: the first holds forth the arts and practices of
Dedicators, the second of Disputants and fustian poets, the third 15
of profund, dark, and dirty authors. Lastly, for the Criticks, the
Goddess proposes (with great propriety) an exercise not of their
parts but their patience; in hearing the works of two volumin-
ous authors, one in verse and the other in prose, deliberately
read, without sleeping: The various effects of which, with the 20
several degrees and manners of their operation, are here most
lively set forth: Till the whole number, not of criticks only, but
of spectators, actors, and all present fall fast asleep, which natur-
ally and necessarily ends the games.
BOOK the THIRD.
AFTER the other persons are disposed in their proper 25
Z\ places of rest, the Goddess transports the King to her
JL   JLTemple, and there lays him to slumber with his head
on her lap; a position of marvellous virtue, which causes all the
visions of wild enthusiasts, projectors, politicians, inamorato's,
castle-builders, chymists and poets. He is immediately carry'd 30
on the wings of fancy to the Elizian shade, where on the banks of
Lethe the souls of the dull are dip'd by Bavius, before their
entrance into this world. There he is met by the ghost of